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Great things are happening because of you! 
Your Partners gift joined with other Partners 
and some of our discretionary charitable 
funds to support nearly $50,000 in grants 
awarded this spring to eight local charities. 
Thank you!

Known as Community Grants, the 

You Make Community Grants Possible

- Feeding the homeless and hungry with 
new ovens and a griddle/range for Alpha 
Community Center and Holy Angels Soup 
Kitchen meals at the new facility in Sidney.

- Temporarily sheltering homeless families 
and individuals seeking help from Bridges 
Community Action Partnership.

- Enjoying a much-anticipated Presents 
Series from the Gateway Arts Council.

- Supporting a fence surrounding Morgan’s 
Place Cemetery.

- Helping New Choices purchase a vehicle 
to transport victims of domestic violence to 
work, appointments, school, court hearings 
and other necessary trips.

- Providing sturdy chairs for the much-used 
Fairgrounds Beige Building.

- Studying the night sky at Conservation 
Day Camp with the Boonshoft Museum’s 
Star Lab mobile planetarium.

- Providing the Y’s Childcare Center kids 
with musical instruments to create their 
own sound.

semi-annual opportunity allows local 
organizations to apply for support for their 
most pressing needs. Partners gifts supply 
the majority of the award amount each 
spring. Unrestricted and partially restricted 
funds are the source of Community Grants 
each fall. (See:“The Beauty of an Unrestricted 
Gift” on page 2)

Here are the spring Community Grants awards you made possible:

Conservation Day Camp

If you have a desire to fund important needs or causes in Shelby County, but not the time or 
interest to research on your own, consider a gift by October 1 to the Community Foundation 
for Partners. Even better, consider providing an unrestricted gift now or through your Will. 
Your gifts really make a difference!



The Beauty of an Unrestricted Gift
Giving trends today show that 
most people give to support specific 
programs at nonprofits. You like to 
know exactly how your donations are 
being used. After all, it is your right to 
choose where to give your money.

So, whatever happened to the 
unrestricted gift? This type of gift 
is critical because it helps support 
the backbone of any organization. 
Moreover, it provides flexibility to help 
cover unanticipated costs or the ability 
to pursue opportunities that may arise 
during any year. 

Organizations need to continue 
approaching and educating donors 
about the critical role of an unrestricted 
gift. Causes come and go; therefore, 
charitable organizations need to be 
responsive to meet the ever-changing 
needs of a community. For example, 

who would have ever thought we 
would have experienced a pandemic 
like COVID-19? This caused a massive 
shift in priorities for all nonprofits, 
causing significant challenges in 
carrying out missions.

Here at the Foundation, we have two 
types of charitable funds that facilitate 
this type of funding: Field of Interest 
funds and Community Granting 
funds. A Field of Interest fund focuses 
on a geographical area or cause, such 
as children or the arts. Community 
Granting Funds are completely 
unrestricted and at the Board’s 
discretion, enabling them to target 
funding to a critical need or innovative 
opportunity, meeting a wide range 
of charitable purposes. Both types of 
funds demonstrate the impact of their 
flexibility by helping the community 
move forward.

Want to receive this by email?
Sign up on our website at 
www.commfoun.com

Thank you to those who 
created and supported 
charitable funds at the 
Community Foundation, 
including these new funds:

Anna Splash Pad Fund

Botkins High School 
Class of 1965 
Scholarship Fund

Jim and Pat Dietz 
Scholarship Fund

Laura Behr Memorial 
Scholarship Fund

Lori Lee Bricker Clinehens 
Memorial Fund

New Choices Fund

RACK Fund (Random 
Acts of Christian 
Kindness)

Rustic Hope Fund

William Binkley 
Pavilion Fund

Wilson Health 
Foundation Fund

NEW FUNDS

Instagram
communityfoundationcfsc1952

Twitter
CFShelbyCounty

Facebook
CommunityFoundationofShelbyCountyOhio

Find us on social media
We also specialize in 
face-to-face talks.  
Contact Jessica Fortkamp at 
jfortkamp@commfoun.com 
or call the office at (937)497-7800.

A grant to the Y Childcare from the unrestricted Community 
Impact Fund enables little hands to create big sounds.
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Did you know that we 
administer three different 
types of scholarships?

The Community Foundation takes great pride in 
providing opportunities for all different types 

of students furthering their education, whether that 
is a graduating senior, students currently in college, 
and more recently, those pursuing a career in a 
skilled trade. Together with donors who make these 
awards possible, we work toward the goals of growth, 
knowledge, and enrichment for our community.

Graduating Seniors and College Students
These scholarships are individually unique and 
have specific eligibility requirements set in place by 
the donor that may target a particular community, 
major, or preference. Many scholarships are 
designated for those graduating high school, but a 
growing number are for those out of high school 
on track to complete their college education. 
The Community Foundation manages over 79 
scholarships that awarded 171 scholarships in 
2021, totaling nearly $242,000. Fifteen of those 
scholarships automatically renew from one to three 
additional years, giving those students support to 
continue their education.

Skilled Students
Shelby County has great companies because we 
have a great workforce. To keep companies here and 
employees employed, we need to develop the next 
generation of skilled workers. Skills Scholarships 
became an option in 2019 for those wanting to 
fund a scholarship that solely supports a high school 
senior or adult who wants training that completes 
with a certificate up to an Associate’s degree. Today, 

six scholarship funds target skilled education 
awarding $24,000 for training programs.

If you are interested in establishing a scholarship 
fund to support the education needs of our local 
students, please contact Jessica Fortkamp, Donor 
Relations Director, at jfortkamp@commfoun.com 
or call 937-497-7800.

Contact us today and find out more on how you can establish a scholarship 
fund or how you can support the educational needs of students in your community.

IMPORTANT UPCOMING DATES:

November 1st – deadline to establish a new 
scholarship for the 2022 scholarship cycle.
December 10th – online applications open 
for all of our scholarships.
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Giving Back in a 
Good Growing Season
Now could be a great time to turn 
your bountiful harvest into a charitable 
contribution. By donating a gift of grain 
directly to the Community Foundation, 
farmers exclude the sale of the grain from 
farm income, which can result in triple tax 
savings. Plus, you may be able to deduct 
the cost of growing the crop in the year the 
expense occurred.

The proceeds from the sale can establish a 
charitable fund such as a Gift Account or 
a Donor Advised Fund at the Community 

Foundation. These vehicles allow you to 
make grant requests over time to your 
favorite charities. Contact Jessica Fortkamp, 
Donor Relations Director, for more details 
at jfortkamp@commfoun.com or 
937-497-7800.

Please consult your tax advisor before 
making a gift of grain to make sure 
you qualify and understand the proper 
procedures and documentation needed 
to make a complete gift.

Income Grain Sale taken as Income. Grain donated as a Charitable Gift.

Income from Farming $50,000 $50,000

Income from Grain Sale $15,000 $0

Total Taxable Income $65,000 $50,000


